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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2011-607
Sponsor: Council Member Love:
Date of Introduction: September 13, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU; RCDPHS; JWW
Date of Analysis: September 16, 2011
Type of Action: Expression of City Council Will
Bill Summary:  The resolution regards the Georgia-Pacific Corporation and the discharge of wastewater into the St. Johns River; the  resolution requests that the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to delay issuance of the Georgia-Pacific Paper Mill discharge permit until all outstanding questions have been answered, including those regarding dioxin, and a comprehensive and thorough chemical engineering analysis of the mill’s waste stream be completed before a final permit decision is reached, and authorizing Legislative Services forward a copy of the resolution to the Governor, the Secretary of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the Cabinet and the Director of Region IV of the US Environmental Protection Agency.
Background:  Georgia-Pacific has proposed to construct a pipeline that would enable the mill to discharge effluent directly into the St. Johns River.  Over the years, the paper mill has discharged its waste water into Rice Creek.  An Administrative Law Judge gave Georgia-Pacific the go-ahead to construct the pipeline owing to the failure of Rice Creek’s water quality standards.  The issue of the pipeline has been a contentious one. Representatives of Georgia-Pacific, the Riverkeeper, State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection officials, environmental groups and others have been before the Jacksonville Waterways Commission on numerous occasions to address the issue.  This resolution proposes that a permit to construct the pipeline be delayed until all questions concerning dioxins are answered and until independent scientists have been able to study the issues and offer technological alternatives to the pipeline to the mill for the resolution of the discharge issues.
Policy Impact: Environment/St. Johns River
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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